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We dream of a world where 
waste is a concept of the past!
The world’s resources are finite, and the 
current linear economy cannot sustain 
our rate of consumption any longer. The 
constant production of new goods uses 
scarce resources and produces harmful 
greenhouse gases. This resource “mining” 
is significantly contributing to the global 
warming crisis. 
It’s time to act and design for change!

Our vision
We are a young start-up passionate about 
circular economy and sustainable design. 
Annually 1.6m tonnes of furniture is thrown 
out in the UK, with sofas being the most 
common.

Our first product is the ‘Sofa forLife’, but we 
see the potential in our business to expand 
and redesign other household furnishings. 
Table forLife, Storage forLife, Kitchen 
forLife... our sofa is just the beginning!

Circular 
Economy 

Background



Sofas have not adapted 
to 21st century living
No considerations are made for:
• Transport
• Customisation
• Washability
• Repair
• The environmental impact

The materials used are neither renewable 
nor recyclable therefore every single sofa 
ultimately ends up in landfill.

Scotland aims to reduce the proportion of 
all waste sent to landfill to 5% by 2025 [1]. 
To achieve this, we need to start designing 
circular products and increase consumer 
sustainability awareness.

Why did you get rid of your last sofa?

Worn/Broken 
Components

Change in Style

Moved House

Family is 
Expanding

Change in Colour

46%

34%

8%10%

The Problem

[1] Government, S., 2019. A Zero Waste Plan for Scotland, Edinburgh: Scottish Government



Bringing circular economy 
into the home

The Solution 

The Sofa forLife is an innovative sofa 
design within a circular service. Our service 
extends the sofa’s lifetime and encourages 
reuse and recycling. The Sofa forLife’s 
unique design is sustainable without 
compromising economic considerations, 
quality or comfort.

Washable
The covers & cushioning are 

machine washable.

Portable
A double seater sofa fits in the boot 

of a Ford Fiesta.

Customisable
Users can replace, update & add 
components throughout their life.



Perfect for the modern 
day workplace 

The Solution 

The Sofa forLife showcases your 
company’s drive to a more sustainable and 
innovative future. Its modern design and 
the circular economy purpose is a tactile 
and visual first touchpoint for your clients. 

Service packages are offered after sale; e.g. 
an annual check-up including  a wash of 
the covers and component replacement.

Consistent Quality
Benefit from a consistent sofa quality due 

to its washability and repairability. 

Modern & Flexible
Enjoy the flexibility and customisability in 

your office.

Circular Economy
Showcase your corporate environmental 

action at your front door.



Purchasing a Sofa

Product Locater

online customiser 

Colour:

Arm Rest:

Sections:

Leg Height:

100

Leg Style:

mm

Café

Want a new sofa? Find your nearest test sofa! Visit the location for a test drive.

Customise your sofa online & order. Assemble with ease. Enjoy your new sofa!

Assembly & transport

The Solution 



Customise the sofa to 
your current taste & 
needs
Our online sofa customizer allows users to 
choose unique:
• dimensions
• colours
• armrests & backrests
• legs
• Materials

online customiser 

Colour:

Arm Rest:

Sections:

Leg Height:

100

Leg Style:

mm

Need an update?

£ The User

Our Internal 
Reycling

When the user wants to update a section 
of their sofa, they simply order a new 
component from our web store. When 
the product arrives, the customer has the 
option to return their old component to us 
in exchange for a discount on future parts.

The returned items are either sold on the 
second-hand market or recycled internally.

The Solution 

online 
customiser 

Colour:

Arm Rest:

Sections:

Leg Height:

100
Leg Style:



Lifetime Savings

Reduced cost over 
the users lifetime

£6,000 £10,500

Current sofas

Cost

Reference: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/3652661/Give-us-the-cheapest-seats-in-the-house.html

The worlds first circular 
economy sofa
Our closest competitors are companies 
that provide an emphasis on the comfort 
and aesthetics of sofas, disregarding the 
environmental impact, portability and 
washability.

5,000,000 
sofas per yearScotland

450,000
sofas per year

£ 247M
£ 3.6B

£ 36.8B

UK

Europe
67,000,000 

sofas per year

The Market 

Reference: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/3652661/Give-us-the-cheapest-seats-in-the-house.html



Our team of young 
creatives & innovators

Saskia Goeres 
Business Operations

Kevin O’Malley
Product Design

Ellen Britton 
Marketing

The core team is composed of MEng 
Product Design Engineers from the 
University of Glasgow and the Glasgow 
School of Art. Designed forLife is a 
visionary company with sustainability and 
user-centred design at the heart of every 
detail. We have an optimistic outlook on 
the future and believe that by utilising 
innovative design, we can create better 
furniture for you and the environment.

Saskia, our founder, has spent over a 
year developing the Sofa forLife product 
from initial concept sketches to a viable 
business plan. Her background lies in 
using engineering knowledge to create 
sustainable products and systems.

Kevin has a strong background in 
designing and manufacturing bespoke 
furniture. 

Ellen has experience in graphic design and 
creating content for social media platforms.

Our support network 
is growing

The Team

Jonathan Tait                 
Advisor                                       

Scottish Institute for Enterprise

Lynne Gorman                
Advisor                                    

  Business Gateway

Richard Payne                
Product Design and 

Development Manager                                      
Spaceright Europe Ltd

Marion Anderson                
Enterprise Manager

Office Space                                    
University of Glasgow

Claire Partridge  
Advisor             

Scottish Enterprise

Peter McCafferty 
Circular Economy Business 

Support Framework Manager
Zero Waste Scotland

Steven Parkinson              
UK Education Manager                                      

Autodesk

Designers in Residence
Access to facilities incl. 

workshop                               
Glasgow School of Art



What do our potential 
customers think?
We have talked to over 50 potential 
customers to get feedback on our first 
prototype (see quotes). We believe that 
listening to end users combined with a 
focus on sustainability produces great 
design.

If you want to share your feedback, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us!

“It’s now or never... I absolutely 
love the idea, I really like it!” Pierre-Loic, 26

“I try my best to minimize my 
ecological footprint... really 

great product. Hope that I will 
own one at some point!” Emily, 29

“I would feel quite proud to 
show the Sofa forLife to my 

friends. It would be a nice topic 
to talk about.” Helen, 30

“The Sofa forLife embeds Circular 
Economy principles in every 

aspect of its development, design 
& Production” Catherine, Zero Waste Scotland

National Finalist
Climate Launchpad 

Scotland 2018

Winner
Converge Challenge

Entrepreneurial Spirit 2018

Runner-up
Made in Scotland Award
Young Innovator of the 

Year 2018

Winner
Scottish Innovative 

Student Award 2018

Finalist
‘I’m an Innovator’ 
by the SIE 2018

Winner
Young Edge, Round 13, 

2019

Finalist
Scottish Resources   

Conference 2018, Young 
People Award 2018

Finalist
Scottish Resources   

Conference 2018, Best 
Innovation Award 2018

Runner Up 
Converge Kickstart Challenge

2019

Our awards to date

Feedback

Runner Up
Innovator launchpad

2019



Take a seat on the
Sofa forLife
We have exhibited at several conferences, 
including the Scottish Resources 
Conference, Circular Economy Hotspot, 
Circular Glasgow and the Scottish National 
Parliament.

Hundreds of people have enjoyed a seat 
on the Sofa forLife, including a few famous 
faces.

Iain Gulland
Chief Executive at Zero Waste 

Scotland

Ivan McKee
Scottish Minister for Trade, 
Investment and Innovation

Leyla Acaroglu
UNEP Champion of the Earth & 

Circular Economy Influencer
Nicola Sturgeon 

First Minister of Scotland



Saskia Goeres
Business Operations

Kevin O’Malley
Product Design

Ellen Britton
Marketing 

Social Media: @SofaforLife
team@sofaforlife.co.uk
+44 7450 607660
sofaforlife.co.uk


